Rotary Report
by Jodie Cook


The Bascom Center for the Visual Arts continues as a work in progress with an April completion date in sight. Linda Steigleder, the Bascom’s new Executive Director was introduced to the Highlands Rotary by Rotarian and Bascom Board Member, Slocum Howland. 


Joining the Bascom in January 2008, Steigleder brings almost twenty years of experience as a museum administrator and curator as well as a capital and historic preservation project management for museums to The Bascom. A Virginia native, she received her undergraduate degree from William and Mary and a master’s degree from Syracuse University. She and her husband, Carl, now live in Highlands.

The Bascom plans to occupy its new facility on The Bascom Campus on Oak Street in early April. It will open to the public in late May with The Collective Wine Spirits Festival on May 29 – 30. 


As of late December the mechanical, electrical and plumbing have been completed; the building is fully insulated and the interior fixtures have been installed. Overall, the building is about 85% complete with painting about to begin. Steigleder noted that The Bascom intends to qualify the building for LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Certification. To qualify for LEED’s the building must meet certain re-cycle materials requirements, energy design and utilization criteria and other environmental and design requirements. 


The mission of The Bascom is straightforward: Arts Education and Cultural Experiences. The Bascom will offer many exhibits, classes and events to bring people to their campus and escape from day-to-day routines. The six acre campus will have features that are free and accommodating. 

Three indoor and two outdoor classrooms will welcome noted local and out of town artists who will teach, instruct and lecture either for a weekend or a week. Art courses encompassing painting, drawing and sculpture for children and adults will continue to be offered as well as ceramics. Many classes and sessions will be about appreciating art as compared to creating art.

In June a Saturday will be given to a Story Telling Festival where experienced and legend story-tellers will relate experiences, tales and legends that become so unique through their skills. 


The first art exhibition will feature works of Helen Frankenthaler. Frankenthaler, now 80, is a second generation abstract expressionist whose breakthrough works date from the 1940’s and 1950’s – and have continued ever since. Born in New York City, Frankenthaler studied at prestigious art schools and completed her education at Bennington College in Vermont. Her abstract landscapes of the Nova Scotia coast inspired the merging of the translucency of watercolor, abstract expressionism and a unique technique using oil point thinned to a watery consistency presented on raw, unprimed canvas to give the world clouds of color in her soak-stain technique that have been a model and method for many artists. 

One of Frankenthaler’s works was donated to The Bascom by an Atlanta art collector. Frankenthaler has shown at the Metropolitan Museum of Art and she is an elected member of the National Institute of Arts and Letters.


The progress of the new Bascom Campus can be followed on its website, www.thebascom.org, as well as offerings, classes and other activities at The Bascom. Guided tours may be arranged by phone. The website is easy-to-use, vibrant and well worth a visit.
